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The Scope of FatherlessnessThe Scope of Fatherlessness

Fact:
One in four children in the United
States grows up without a father in
the home.
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That’s over 18 million children.
Fatherlessness is more common in
the U.S. than in most other
developed nations, with deep
impacts on children's
development, academic
performance, and emotional
health.
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Impact on PovertyImpact on Poverty

Fact:
Children in father-absent homes
are four times more likely to live in
poverty.
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high school dropouts come from
fatherless homes. The absence of
a stable male role model
significantly raises economic and
social risk factors.
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Educational ChallengesEducational Challenges

Fact:
Fatherless children are twice as
likely to drop out of school.
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Studies show that children with
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academically and are more likely
to graduate. Father involvement
leads to improved behavior and a
stronger focus on long-term goals.
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Crime and IncarcerationCrime and Incarceration

Fact:
85% of youth in prison come from
fatherless homes.
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behavior, and higher rates of
incarceration among teens and
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Emotional HealthEmotional Health

Fact:
Fatherless children are more likely
to struggle with anxiety,
depression, and low self-esteem.
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Substance AbuseSubstance Abuse

Fact:
Children from fatherless homes
are at significantly higher risk for
drug and alcohol abuse.
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Without positive male role models,
many teens turn to substances as a
way to cope with emotional gaps
and instability in the home.
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Teen Pregnancy and Early
Sexual Activity

Teen Pregnancy and Early
Sexual Activity

Fact:
Teen girls from fatherless homes
are seven times more likely to
become pregnant as teenagers.
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Hope Through InvolvementHope Through Involvement

Fact:
 Children with actively involved
fathers are 43% more likely to earn
A’s and 33% less likely to repeat a
grade.
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Changing the FutureChanging the Future

 we can change the story. we can change the story.

Choose wisely & commit: Healthy families begin
with strong, intentional relationships.

Support fathers: Encourage involvement through
mentorship, education, and accountability.
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Together, we can raise a generation that
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Together, we can raise a generation that
thrives.

Fatherlessness isn’t inevitableFatherlessness isn’t inevitable

Teach youth: Help young people build
relationship skills before becoming
parents.

Build community: Support systems can
keep dads connected, even in tough
times.
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